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Reading, Writing, Spelling
It’s about oral language and building the brain 

for literacy in the early childhood years Jan Wasowicz, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Speech-language pathologist

Licensed SLP and professional educator w/ 
multiple endorsements from the State Teacher 

Certification Board of Illinois

Licensed SLP, Florida

Founder, Learning By Design, Inc.

Author, SPELL-Links to Reading & Writing

Inventor, Earobics

Introduction

Dr. Wasowicz is president of Learning 

By Design, publisher of the SPELL-

Links to Reading & Writing word study 

curriculum. Methods of instruction that 

appear in SPELL-Links will be used to 

illustrate the principles of instruction 

covered in this presentation. Dr. 

Wasowicz will receive an honorarium 

for this presentation. She has no 

relevant non-financial relationship to 

disclose.

Disclosures Agenda
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Key Concepts / Framework Wired for Oral Language

We are biologically wired for oral language, 

but not for written language.

Shouldn’t reading & writing instruction begin there?

Wired for Oral Language Traditional Instruction
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Speech to print leverages the brain’s innate, biological 

wiring and organization for oral language.

Wired for Oral Language Paradigm Shift

"We read with our eyes, but the 

starting point for reading is 

speech....Writing and speech 

are not inter-changeable but 

they are closely intertwined, 

each deeply affecting the other, 

like a couple of linguistic 

codependents with serious 

boundary issues." 

Paradigm Shift Speech to Print
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 Spelling
 Decoding
 Reading fluency

 Vocabulary

 Reading comprehension
 Accuracy and complexity of 

written language 

 Writing fluency and organization 
 Academic performance across the 

curriculum

 Job potential and career success

It’s SO Much More than Spelling Key Concepts / Framework

We learn to read and write 
through word study.

Word Study

We continually learn to read and write 
new words through word study.

Word Study

13 14

15 16



9/9/2020

©2020 Learning By Design, Inc. 
www.learningbydesign.com 5

Word study is a systematic way of 
learning, practicing, and applying
knowledge about the 
sounds, 
letters,
and meanings of words 
to read and write words.

the language constructs of words

Multi-Linguistic

Sounds 

Letters 

Meanings

Phonology

Orthography

Morphology

MK

Multi-Linguistic

OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

© 2012 Learning By Design, Inc. 

5 Block Model

OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

Continuum of PA Instruction
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• Word: blending, segmentation, deletion 

• Syllable: blending, segmentation, deletion 

• Rhyme: recognition, generation, categorization 

• Onset and Rime: blending, segmentation

• Phoneme: isolation, initial, ending, medial 

• Phoneme: identifying/matching, categorizing 

• Phoneme: blending, segmenting

• Phoneme: deletion, addition, substitution  

Continuum of PA Instruction

OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

© 2012 Learning By Design, Inc. 

5 Block Model

Traditional Stage Models

A

Traditional Stage Models

MOIMOI

Traditional Instruction

~Dehaene, 2009

Current Models
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Connectionist Model Connectionist Model

Repertoire Model
Multi-linguistic Model
Connectionist Model

Connectionist Model Key Concepts / Framework
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Meta-Linguistic

Meta-linguistic

Gets students 
thinking and talking 
about the sounds, 
letters, and meanings
of words.

Creating independent 
linguistic problem 
solvers.

Key Concepts / Framework

Statistical Learning

“hunters and gatherers of statistical data”

“The reader has to be able to count, not 

in the sense of counting the number of 

pitches thrown by the sixth inning but 

rather in the sense of implicitly tracking 

statistical regularities in language and 

how they relate to the world as it is 

experienced. 

Statistical Learning

Learning to read is the process of acquiring the 

several types of statistical knowledge that 

support rapid and efficient comprehension, 

starting with phonological structure, orthographic 

structure, the mappings between orthography 

and phonology, vocabulary, and grammar. 

Deficits in any of these areas can seriously 

interfere with children's progress and adult 

proficiency. These types of knowledge differ --

spelling is not the same as vocabulary or 

grammar -- but they are all statistical, involving 

the frequencies and co-occurrences of the 

elements out of which they are composed.”
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OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

Statistical probability / likelihood for orthographic patterns to occur.

Example:

The short vowel /e/ sound 

is most frequently spelled with the letter ‘e’.

Exceptions include ‘any, head, said, friend…’

Statistical Learning

Statistical Learning

Statistical Learning

Paradigm Shift

Repeated, 
meaningful, 
exposures

Lexicon

High Frequency 
Words

Regular

“cat”

Irregular

“laugh”

Low Frequency 
Words

Regular

“lampoon”

Irregular

“plaid”

Frequency and orthotactic probabilities 
affect development of MOI.

“Sight” Words
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MOI

PA

Any word becomes a sight word when 
its spelling (letters) is fully connected
to its pronunciation (sounds) and
meaning in memory. Ehri

“Sight” Words

Repeated, 
meaningful, 
exposures

Statistical Learning

Key Concepts / Framework

OK

MK

SEM
MOI

PA

© 2012 Learning By Design, Inc. 

5 Block Model
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OK

MK

MO
I

PA

Phonological Awareness

3rd grade

Phonological Awareness

OK

MK

MO
I

PA

Phonological Awareness

cabin

robot

Syllable Division
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OK

MK

SEM

PA

Set for Variability

Ability to apply one’s vocabulary knowledge and 

phonological ability to the incorrect decoding of a word 

and correct for mispronunciation. 

“Mispronunciation correction”

Correlated with vocabulary knowledge, phoneme 

deletion, word decoding ability.  Tunmer & Chapman, 2012

Set for Variability

OK

MK

SEM

PA

Linguistic problem solving.

Underscores the importance of 

multi-linguistic instruction and 

explicit teaching of mispronunciation 

correction strategies.

Set for Variability

Set for Variability

OK

MK

MO
I

PA

Phonological Awareness
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Phonological Awareness

pan
bad
pat
mat
tan
…

pen
bed
pet
met
ten
…

Phonological Awareness

Letter-Sound Relationships

Orthography: LSRs

bed

friend

ten

met

any head said

Letter-Sound Relationships

Orthography: LSRs

bed

friend

ten

met

any head said
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Letter-Sound Relationships

Orthography: LSRs

bed
friend

ten

met

any

head

said

Letter-Sound Relationships

bed
friend

ten

met

any

head

said

Orthography: Patterns & Rules

Traditional Word Sort Activities

Orthography: Patterns & Rules

plan
back
tap
mad
ran
…

made
rain
bake
plain
tape
plane
…

Orthography: Patterns & Rules
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OK

MK

MO
I

PA

MOIs / MGRs

friend

OK

MK

MO
I

PA

MOIs / MGRs

Good-bye Word Wall

Begin with the 
sound.

Integrate the
sounds, 
letters,
and meanings of 
words.

Write the words.

Hello SOUND Wall
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Common practice: 

• Writing each spelling word 
several times each

• Using flash cards for 
memorizing sight words

• Guessing a word using 
context clues when reading 

More Good-byes… More Good-byes…

Repeated, 
meaningful, 
exposures

Tweak It Q & A
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