
34%

What’s wrong?

The PA Higher Education Task Force is composed of higher education leaders working to strengthen teacher preparation in structured literacy. 

New teachers do not 
have the skills to 
teach reading.
• 46% of programs
  fail to prepare

Embed SL into 
courses, fieldwork,  
and certification

 HB 1642 ➜ Chapter 49:

          Teacher prep
          programs must
          integrate Structured
          Literacy by 8/2024

        Revise Teacher Licensing Exam to
        include new Chapter 49 standards
         • Fourteen states lead the way

Current teachers & 
leaders do not have 
the knowledge or 
tools to support 
struggling readers.

Require robust 
training aligned 
with SL

Ensure districts 
have appropriate 
tools & support

HB 2045 ➜ Chapter 49:

School entities are 
recommended to include 
training on structured 
literacy.

        Prioritize Structured Literacy training
        for K-12 educators and administrators

        Proposed HB 998:
         • Structured literacy curricula
         • Screening of all students for risk
         • Early intervention

What’s needed? What’s happened? What’s next?

One third of Pennsylvania fourth graders are proficient readers.
This score has trended downward since the early 90s.
This harms our communities, especially the 1 in 5 PA adults with low literacy.

95%
Thanks to decades of research, we know how the brain learns to read.

Almost every child can attain basic literacy by the end of 1st grade.
Structured literacy is a proven approach that supports all readers.

All Pennsylvania Students Deserve Equitable Access to High Quality Structured Literacy.

https://www.nctq.org/review/standardDetails/Early-Reading
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol52/52-17/624.html&continued=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol52/52-17/624a.html&d=reduce
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Structured%20Literacy%20Competencies%20Program%20Framework%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Structured%20Literacy%20Competencies%20Program%20Framework%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/which-states-have-passed-science-of-reading-laws-whats-in-them/2022/07
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol52/52-17/624.html&continued=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol52/52-17/624a.html&d=reduce
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/PA?cti=PgTab_Findings&chort=1&sub=RED&sj=PA&fs=Grade&st=AB&year=2022R3&sg=Gender%3A%20Male%20vs.%20Female&sgv=Difference&ts=Single%20Year&tss=2022R3&sfj=NP
https://www.barbarabush.org/why-literacy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWWCmuAEBB4
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/mississippi-miracle-kids-reading-scores-soared-deep-south-99382180

